                                                                 Prompt 4
I chose the document, Heritage of the North American Indians, Volume 2, “The Legend of Moshup, 1830.”  It is based on the topic of Early Globalization. The document goes on to postulate that the Native American narratives were lost over time, due to its reliance on the basis of oral narratives.
Oral sources put forth a unique challenge when undertaking historical analyses but they do provide a very important outlook into the Native culture, and their understanding of the outside world. The document goes on to tell a folk tale narrative that tells the story of the Native American region.
The story told spells out the nascent way of life that was lived by the native American community, Wampanoag. It paints out the setting with a description of the outlook of life taken by this people.
From the foregoing, it can be adduced that, this community was heavily dependent on nature to sustain their lives. This is seen in the reference to the ploughing of the brook by the great trout. It also refers to the earth being supported by the great tortoise. From this, we can also conclude that the community attributed its survival to the forces of nature, and that it was up to natural forces, in this case, the giant living in the cave to protect them from harm.
I believe this document will aid in answering the first period question on Native America, that asks what historians do, and will also provide basis to conduct comparison between a number of historical myths such as the one pit forth in this folk story. It will answer the first question on what historians do, as it has explained the exercise of analyzing both works of written literature and oral narratives to understand how people lived in the past.
